
 

 
 
 
Driving Standards (FORS) 
Driving Forward / Road Safety Policy  
(AKA Work related road safety) 
 
 
 
 
 
The health and safety of employees, students and members of the public is vital to Dowse Haulage Ltd 
successful management and operation, and Dowse Haulage Ltd has a duty to promote and ensure your and 
the public’s welfare. To this end, as an employee of Dowse Haulage Ltd you must maintain a responsible 
attitude to the well-being of others. 
Dowse Haulage Ltd philosophy is that, irrespective of blame, all road accidents are preventable, all road use 
risks can be contained, and, consequently, you and the public’s involvement in road 
accidents can be significantly minimised. 
Responsibility for preventing road accidents is not based on who might be primarily or legally 
at fault. It goes beyond careful observance of traffic rules and regulations, and embodies the 
concept of a ‘defensive driver’.  
 

• Defensive drivers: Make allowances for the lack of skill and knowledge of other drivers 
 

• Recognise that they have no control over the unpredictable actions of other road users 
            and pedestrians. 
 

• Recognise that they cannot control weather and road conditions. 
 

• Drive with all due care and attention, to be prepared for and defend against these 
            hazards as far as possible. 
 

• Be extra aware of Pedestrians and Cyclist. 
 

• Drivers must drive within the national speed limits, especially through villages, Drivers not adhering to 
these rules will face disciplinary action. 

 
At Dowse Haulage, we require all our vehicles over 3.5 tonnes to be fitted with blind spot class 5 & class 6 
mirrors,  

 
An audio means to warn other road users of a vehicles left turn manoeuvre has been fitted to all company 
heavy goods vehicles. 
 
Underrun Bars are Fitted to all Dowse Trucks. 
 
Close proximity sensors and Fresnel lenses have also been fitted to Dowse vehicles to reduce the risk of  
incidents and increase road safety. 
 
Reversing cameras have been fitted to all Dowse HGV’s as an extra safety precaution when manoeuvring. 
 
Forward facing recording CCTV cameras are fitted for insurance purposes. 
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We would also like to remind our drivers that something as small as a tissue box, 
document folder or hard hat can obstruct the drivers view. Objects can create a dangerous 
blind spot with the potentially fatal consequences for vulnerable road users. 
 
Additionally, in the event of a collision, loose objects inside the cab can be thrown about 
Violently, potentially causing the driver and / or passenger serious injury. 
 
Drivers should ensure that the dashboard is not obstructed during the walk around check 
Before they start their shift. 
 
TRAVELING ON LOAD 
 
Under no circumstances must people travel on the back of or the load of any vehicle. 
Only authorised company employees are allowed to travel in company vehicles and must wear 
seat belts. 

             
 
 
 
 
 
As a vehicle user, you are not only responsible for your own safety, but also for the safety of others 
who may be affected by your actions. You must therefore: 
 

 
 

• Be a ‘defensive driver’ as described above, and operate your vehicle on Customer sites safely and responsibly at 

all times. 

 

• Uphold the highest standards of driving and safety; this is particularly important where 

            Safe driving is a vital element in your ability to perform your job effectively. 

 

• Maintain your own vehicle in a road-worthy condition at all times, as demanded by law.  

If it is a company vehicle, then it is your employer’s responsibility. 

 

• Complete your vehicle daily defect sheet and report any defect immediately to your line manager 

 

• Any near misses should be recorded on the near miss report forms which can be found in the vehicles Red folder, 

and reported to the health & safety manager or your line manager at the earliest opportunity.   

 
 
 
Defect Reporting Daily vehicle defect report Drivers of Vans and Large Goods Vehicles (3.5t or over) 
must make a routine check before the start of any shift and must complete a daily Defect Report. If ‘no 
defects’ are found it is essential that this is recorded in the relevant defect book to provide evidence 
that a check has been carried out. Any defect found on the vehicle will be reported immediately to the 
Workshop Manager. The vehicle must not be driven until corrected, if the fault reported affects the 
roadworthiness of the vehicle, Towed plant/trailers and similar are subject to the same conditions for 
roadworthiness as other vehicles. When carrying out vehicle checks towed plant/trailers must be 
included on the same defect report.   
 

 



 

 
Bear in mind that, where you use your vehicle as part of your Dowse Haulage Ltd work, your vehicle is a 
valuable item of business equipment but can also be a lethal weapon!  
 
 
 
Co-operate with Dowse Haulage Ltd in promoting health and safety, including road safety, specifically as it 
applies to your job, and generally as it applies to the safety of others especially vulnerable road users.  
Always keep to the speed limits. (It could save you a fine)! 
Dowse Haulage ltd operates a Tracker System where your movements are monitored and recorded. 
These responsibilities apply whether Dowse Haulage Ltd supplies the vehicle, or whether you use your own 
private vehicle on Dowse Haulage Ltd business. 
 

Any near misses should be recorded on the near miss report forms which can be found in the vehicles Red 
folder, 
and reported to the health & safety manager or your line manager at the earliest opportunity Which are 

recorded, monitored and reviewed annually.   
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